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NEW YORK HISTORY IN FACT AND FICTION 
by John J. Vrooman 


Supervisor of Historic Sites, Education Department 














You are familiar with the old saying that answers to the questions, 
"Why," "When," "Where" and "How" clarify a subject under discussion. In 
this case, the "Why'will explain my interests in the subjects chosen; 
the "When" is the historic period within which these interests fall; the 
"Where" is of course the locale and the "How" is the manner in which I 
made use of recorded history as the basis of both factual stories and 
the novel mentioned. 


sponsored by the Holland Society of New York which contains both pic- 
tures and verbal descriptions of old homes of the Hudson Valley. I sought 
in vain for a similar book dealing with homes of the Mohawk Valley where, 
as a resident, I was more deeply interested. I had already photographed 
many of these old structures. These photographs I made use of, adding 

to them facts and figures that would truthfully describe the 55 homes, 
churches and forts, the people that occupied them and the historic events 
in which they played a part. This information was gathered from family 
genealogies, county histories, church histories, regional and state his- 
tories and the public papers and biographies of prominent figures of that 
period of time covered by the text. The Documentary history of the state 
of New York, 4 volumes, Albany, 1851 and the Documents relative to the 
colonial history of the state of New York, 10 volumes, Albany, 1856 were 
invaluable. 






















While doing research for this book I found mention of Clarissa Putman, 
the heroine of the novel, Clarissa Putman of Tribes Hill, a person whose 
experiences, though calmly enough related, interested me because of their 
tragic consequences. Years earlier I had read of her in the popular his—- 
torical novels of Robert W. Chambers, some of which are still in print. 

Yet, until I found these factual references to Clarissa, I had considered 
her no more than a figment of the Chambers imagination. 
















This later meeting with her aroused my further interest and led me to 
additional research. The most helpful bits concerning her I found in the 
writings of Jeptha R. Simms' Frontiersmen of New York, Albany, 1882. In 
this work the author repeats statements made to him by persons who had 
known Clarissa intimately. There was also a smattering of physical de- 
scription, character delineation and briefly sketched references to her 
life. Meager though these were, they disclosed the essentials and the 
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outline of a plot. Young, beautiful and of a reputable family, Clarissa 
became the common-law wife of Sir John, the son and principal heir of 
Sir William Johnson who is unquestionably one of the most colorful fig- 
ures to be met with on the pages of New York's colonial history. I 
thought of them both as valuable characters in my contemplated story. I 
learned, too, that Olarissa bore Sir John both a daughter and a son. 


The Sir William Johnson papers, in 10 volumes, published by the State, 
consist of correspondence and related documents between this Indian agent 
for the British Crown and those with whom he dealt. They record his busi- 
ness transactions and are necessarily factual; but on these pages may also 
be found human interest, color and in fact, all the essentials of romance 
if one but reads between the lines. The researcher heaves a sigh of 
bitter disappointment when he reads that, following Sir William's death, 
Sir John buried all personal papers to save their falling into the hands 
of Colonel Philip Schuyler's soldiers. When exhumed they were found to be 
so badly damaged by moisture as to be worthless. What mysteries they 
might have solved! 


Clarissa and these two Johnsons, father and son, are the principal 
characters. There are others, even one entirely fictitious but these 
three I strove to understand and to grasp their relation, one to another, 
be Meving that the worth of a historical novel depends largely upon the 
carefulness of the research, and not violating the facts disclosed or 
adding episodes which exceed the probable behavior of truly historic 
characters to gain sensationalism. On the other hand, when persistent 
research fails to fill the voids (and one can never hope to find all es- 
sential information) the extensive reading of books of the period, height- 
ened by imagination, makes it possible, I believe, to fill them acceptably. 


The Simms book and the Sir William Johnson Papers were the richest 
mine of information but there was "pay dirt" in the local county histor 
ies. I found Clarissa a far more shadowy figure than her rich and prom- 
inent lover, Sir John, and attempted to verify and even augment the in- 
formation I had gathered by interviewing descendants of the Putman family. 
To my surprise they displayed little interest in my search; indeed there 
was an almost complete denial of any knowledge of Clarissa. One of these 
descendants, herself a "Clarissa Putman" who would, if still living, be 
close to a centenarian, and therefore a sizable child at or about the time 
of the first Clarissa's death, stated that she had never heard of her. 


I came to the conclusion that the few generations following Clarissa 
had attached a stigma to her name; perhaps because of her unwedded life 
with Sir John, perhaps because of the hatred in which they held him as 
the principal wartime scourge of their valley. At this juncture I had to 
remind myself of the testimony of one of Simms' informants who declared 
Clarissa to have been admired and highly respected. I wrote accordingly. 


I next turned to the real estate records of Schenectady County, hoping 
that I might find documents attesting her ownership of property as an in- 
dication of her later residence following Sir John's escape to Canada. I 
was rewarded by the discovery of two deeds bearing her name. The first 
transferred to her a residential property fronting what is now the main 
street in the heart of Schenectady's business district. By the later deed 
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she disposed of the property to her son-in-law, James Van Horn. 


To better understand and evaluate Sir John, I made several trips to 
Canada. In the "Claus Papers" (Sir John's brother-in-law) on file in the 
Canadian Archives at Ottawa, I found much material. Also, in Montreal, I 
enjoyed meeting Sir Gordon Johnson, the present holder of Sir John's title 
and from him learned more of the family history as set forth in a file of 
Sir John's letters. These he generously permitted me to have photostated 
that I might carry away the copies for later study. I also visited some 
of Sir John's Canadian residences as well as his grave and that of his 
wife who sleeps beside him. 


As with Sir John, the latter years of Clarissa's life do not fall 
within the time limits of the novel,yet having given the subject so much 
thought, one's curiosity is not satisfied until the end of the trail is 
reached. Vital statistics do not cover this remote period. One must re- 
ly largely on church records which so far as they exist in Schenectady 
and the adjacent county where Clarissa is known to have lived fail to re- 
cord her death; perhaps because the records of the church most likely to 
have been her last place of worship were destroyed by fire many years 
ago. I did find, however, a brief obituary in a Schenectady paper. 


In Vail Cemetery, Schenectady, I found her srave. It is marked by 
a sizable slab which lies prone upon it. Inscribed are the name, the date 
of birth and death of the deceased but nothing further. To this is ap- 
pended the epitaph -- 


Here to the dreary grave confined 
She sleeps in death's dark gloom 
Until the eternal morning wakes 
The slumber of the tomb. 
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RECENT BOOKS: A Selection 
Suggested by Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Baker, Mrs L.M. Snips and snails. McGraw-Hill. $3. 

As the only woman on the staff of an exclusive school for boys in 
Arizona, the author of Out on a limb played a dual role and this is 
the hilarious account of her experiences as teacher and foster 
mother to a group of irrepressible eight-to nine-year-olds. 

(Pub. date: Feb. 18) 818.5 


YP *Bryden, J.D. Letters to Mark on God's relation to human suffering. 
RH Harper. $2. 
A friendly interchange of letters between the associate minister 
of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, Washington, and a conm- 
posite person, drawn from a course of instruction, offers an answer 
that is "intellectually satisfying and practically useful in meeting 
the adversities of life." List of related books. 248 


Cecil, Algernon, A house in Bryanston square. Harcourt. $5. 

As the author moves in retrospect, room by room, through his now- 
demolished London home, he remembers with subtlety and in somewhat 
mannered style his beloved wife and the impact of 19th century 
thought on the present day. For the discriminating reader. 828.91 


—_ J.B. Modern science and modern man. Columbia Univ. Press. 
2.25. 

In a series of four stimulating lectures, Dr. Conant examines "the 
impact of modern science on the philosophic presuppositions of the 
average enlightened citizen of a modern democracy — on his ambi- 
tions, his hopes, his fears, his outlook on the world." 504 


Cotlow, L.N. Amazon head—hunters. Holt. $3.95. 

An American Yusinessman reports with modesty and humor his unique 
adventure in friendship among the Jivaro Indians whose exotic rites 
and festivals he vividly describes. Map, photographs. 970.1 


Y *Curtis, Mrs F.S. Careers in the world of fashion. Woman's Press. 
$3.50. 
Informing discussion by an instructor at the Laboratory Institute 
of Merchandising in New York of the necessary qualities for success 
in the fashion field, the range of opportunities and the achieve- 
ments of some women at the top. Glossary, bibliography. 646 


Dorf, Philip. The builder; a biography of Ezra Cornell.Macmillan. $5. 
Well-documented, detailed life story of the forthright, enterprising 
founder of Cornell University. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


Funt, Allen. Eavesdropper at large; adventures in human nature with 
"Candid Mike" and "Candid Camera." Vanguard. $3. 
In an entertaining account of the use of concealed microphones and 
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cameras for the author's original radio and TV programs, he shows 
the value of these "off guard behavior" records. Photographs. 791.4 


PR *Geddes, Virgil. Country postmaster. Austin-Phelps. $3. 

H As postmaster in Brookfield, Conn. for ten years, a poet and dramatist 
added to his study of humanity and here provides amusing comment on 
the "insides" of our Postal Service. 383.4 


YP *Guttenberg, Elisabeth von, baroness. Holding the stirrup; as told to 
R Sheridan Spearman. Duell; Little. $3.75. 
Written with charm and insight, the memoirs of a Bavarian noblewoman, 
whose family courageously fought Nazism, depict an idyllic marriage 
and the heroic spirit in which her people met social changes in 
Germany since 1914. Photographs. B or 92 


PR Harrington, Richard. The face of the Arctic; a cameraman's story in 
words and pictures of five journeys into the far north. Schuman. $6. 
Accompanying striking photographs of the Canadian Arctic is vivid text, 
describing the Eskimos in dark winter and sunny spring. Maps. 919.8 


YP *Herzog, Maurice. Annapurna; first conquest of an 8000-meter peak 

R (26,493 feet); tr. from the French by Nea Morin and Janet Adam 
Smith. Dutton. $5. 
The leader of the 1950 French Himalayan Expedition relates with 
striking simplicity the "terrible adventure... survived by...an in- 
credible series of miracles" which was not only a remarkable mountain- 
eering victory but a significant spiritual realization as well. Map, 
fine photographs. Glossary. 915.42 


Hochschild, H.K. Township 34; a history with digressions of an Ad- 
irondack township in Hamilton county in the state of New York. George 
Grady Press. 

Based on original sources, published material and local research, this 
readable volume traces the history of Township 34, providing authen- 
tic, interesting facts about leading personalities, resorts, lumber- 
men, steamboats and railroads of the region. A handsome quarto, with 
maps and numerous photographs, valuable for reference. Bibliography, 
index. Limited distribution--apply. 974.7 


Johnson, Edgar. Charles Dickens, his tragedy and triumph. 2v. Simon 
& Schuster. $10. 

Freshly documented, definitive biography which quotes frequently from 
Dickens' letters to produce a vivid, perceptive re-evaluation of the 
novelist and man. Photographs. Notes, index. B or 92 


YP *Leeming, Joseph. The White House in picture and story. Stewart. $2.50. 
RH Many interesting photographs combine with carefully prepared text in 
an easily read history of the residence of our Presidents. 975.3 


Marshall, Bruce. The White Rabbit, from the story told to him by 
Wing Commander F.F.E. Yeo-Thomas. Houghton. $3.50. 

The dramatic, true recital of a British secret agent's aid to the 
Free French during World War II, his suffering at the hands of the 
Germans and amazing escape from Buchenwald. Photographs. Index. 940.53 
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May, Rollo. Man's search for himself. Norton. $3.50. 

Mature, sane, helpful book by a practicing psychotherapist who sug- 
gests, with the use of illustrative material, ways for the individual 
to attain "inner integration" in a disintegrated world. Index. 150.13 


“Merton, Thomas. The sign of Jonas. Harcourt. $3.50. 
Father Louis, of the Cistercian Order, author of The seven storey 
mountain, shares with the reader his "personal notes and meditations," 
set down with literary skill and deep meaning during about five years 
at the monastery of Gethsemani, near Louisville. 271 


Mitchell, Ruth. My brother Bill; the life of General "Billy" Mitchell. 
Harcourt. ° 

This frank, revealing portrait of the family life and thorny career 

of Billy Mitchell contributes to better understanding of his public 
record. Bor 92 


*Morris, J.A. Those Rockefeller brothers; an informal biography of 
five extraordinary young men. Harper. $3.50. 
Interesting study of the little-publicized careers of the sons of John 
D. Rockefeller, jr., showing how their early training has fitted them 
for intelligent use of wealth in social projects. Index. Bor 92 


Morris, P.A. A field guide. to the shells of the Pacific coast and 
Hawaii. (The Peterson field guide ser.) Houghton. $3.75. 

Valuable "short cut" to the identification of many varieties of shells, 
giving the popular name wherever possible and imcluding suggestions 

on the preparation and display of a collection. Photographs and draw- 
ings. Glossary, index. 594 


*Murrow, E.R., comp. This I believe; ed. by E.P. Morgan. Simon & 
Schuster. $3; $1 paper 

"The living philosophies of one hundred thoughtful men and women in 
all walks of life." (Subtitle) These inspirational, 600-word credos 
are introduced on the air by Edward R. Murrow and brief biographies 
of the writers here provided by the editor. 170 


Oberjohann, Heinrich. Komoon! capturing the Chad elephant; tr. by 
Rhoda de Terra. Pantheon. $3. 

Exciting account of painstaking, often dangerous attempts to capture 
the huge elephants of CentralAfrica, with interesting observations 

on their habits and behavior. Photographs and drawings. 799.27 


Peattie, D.C. Sportsman's country. Houghton. $3. 

The noted naturalist offers a dozen delightful chapters on as many 
species of wildlife, describing the habits and native region of each. 
Illustrations. 799 


Pick, J.B., comp. Dictionary of games; outdoor, covered court and 
gymnasium, indoor. Philosophical Library. $4.75. 

A varied "compendium" of 458 competitive games, popular and less famil- 
iar, giving a brief history of each and a concise summary of rules. 
Diagrams. Index. R796 


Ponsonby, F.E.G., baron Sysonby. Recollections of three reigns. 
Dutton. $5. 
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The detailed memoirs of more than 40 years in service at Court under 
Victoria, Edward VII and George V give an intimate picture "of social 
and ceremonial life, of manners and morals" in England before Sir 
Frederick's death in 1935. Frontispiece. Index. 942 


Popular science monthly. Everybody's photography manual; how to get 
the most out of your camera and darkroom. Popular Science Pub.Co.$2.49. 
Step-by-step instructions for amateur and professional show how to get 
better results in every phase of photography and to economize on mate- 
rials by the use of home-built equipment. Diagrams, photographs. Index. 778 
YP Bigger and better; the book of enlarging, by D.D. Nibbelink (Garden 
R City. $2.95. 778.13) explains in simple terms every technique from 
developing the negative to framing the picture. Diagrams, photographs. 
Sources of picture uses. Index. 


PR *Randall, Mrs R.P. Mary Lincoln; biography of a marriage. Little. $5.75. 

H An important "double biography" which freshly considers through new 
material and interviews with informed persons the personality and 
private life of Mary Todd and Abraham Lincoln. Photographs. Notes, 
bibliography, index. (Pub. date: Feb, 9) Bor 92 


PH *Ray, Mrs M.B.L. The best years of your life. Little. $3.95. 
Citing numerous examples of individuals who are leading fruitful lives 
in their later maturity, this sprightly volume offers intelligent sug- 
gestions for wise employment of added years. Index. 618.97 


Robinson, John. The universe we live in. Crowell. $4.50. 
Illuminating study of the heavens, of exploding atoms, some famous 
volcanoes and our native lands. Maps, photographs. Index. 520 
Sun, moon, and planets, by R.K. Marshall (Holt. $2.50. 523) is a 
concise introduction to astronomy written in everyday terms by a for- 
mer director of the Fels Planetarium in Philadelphia. Maps, diagrams. 


= “Rosenberger, F.C., ed. Jefferson reader; a treasury of writings about 
Thomas Jefferson. Dutton. $5. 
Well-selected anthology of "the more readable and illuminating writing 
about Jefferson from his own time to the present," including poetry 
and prose. Photographs. Index of authors. B or 92 


YP *Rosenbloom, M.V. Peace through strength; Bernard Baruch and a blue~ 
RH print for security. Farrar. $3.95. 
Through his quoted writings and public testimony, the "Elder States-— 
man's" long service to our country in urging national security and his 
probable recommendations to the new administration are appreciatively 
detailed. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography, index. 341 


YP *Ross, Ishbel. Proud Kate; portrait of an ambitious woman. Harper. $4. 

RH The adroit use of source material has resulted in a compelling account 
of the imperious, able daughter of Lincoln's Secretary of the Treasury, 
who dominated Washington society only to die in poverty. B or 92 


“Sandburg, Carl. Always the young strangers. Harcourt. $5. 
"A memorable American autobiography that superbly recaptures the boy- 
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hood of the artist Carl Sandburg became, that fondly but truly paints 
the portrait of a prairie town in a time long ago." John Hutchens in 


end papers. Index. B or 92 


Saunders, J.R. The world of natural history, as revealed in the 
American Museum of Natural History. Sheridan House. $5. 

As he records the amazing growth of the Museum where he is Chairman 
of the Department of Public Instruction, the author describes its 
major exhibitions and expeditions and some of its outstanding re- 
searches. Photographs. Index. 574 


Y *Seaman, Ralph. 101 ways to raise money for your church. Fell. $2. 
An experienced layman offers many novel, workable plans for meeting 
church budgets and includes the complete text of a royalty-free 
Christmas pageant. 254 


Seldes, G.V. Writing for television. Doubleday. $3. 

Lucid, informing guide for both newcomer and the experienced on the 
craft of television writing, with a section on production and direc- 
tion and examples throughout. Bibliography. 808.22 


YP Sloane, Eric. Weather book. Dwell; Little. $3.75. 
RH With its simple, entertaining text and drawings, this attractive 
quarto presents the "human" side of weather for the layman. 551.5 


“Smith, Cecil. Worlds of music. Lippincott. $5. 

Varied aspects of American music are surveyed in this attractive 
book which deals with management, the audience, the performer, the 
opera, orchestra, dancer and the educational world. Index. 780.1 


YP *Sone, Monica. Nisei daughter. Little. $3.50. 

RH With humor and perception, a Japanese-American girl tells of attend- 
ing two schools in Seattle, internment after Pearl Harbor and event- 
ual happiness at college in Indiana where her conflicting cultures 
were "blended into one." Bor 92 


Soule, G.H. Ideas of the great economists. Viking. $3.50. 
Trenchant, informed presentation of the subject of economics, its 
leading exponents from earliest times to the present and the possible 
use of economic ideas. 330.1 
Introduction to economic history, 1750-1950, by G.D.H. Cole (St 
Martin's Press. $2. 330.9) gives in brief form "a general notion" 
of the important economic changes of the past two centuries. Map, 
chart. Statistical appendix, date list, index. 


PH “Stefferud, Alfred, ed. The wonderful world of books. Houghton. $2; 
35¢ paper 
All phases of reading are refreshingly reviewed in 72 articles on the 
Pleasures and values of books and various ways of making them more 
easily available. Drawings. Contributors. (Pub. date: Feb. 25) 028 


YP Thomas, D.L., pseud. Crusaders for God. Wyn. $3.95. 
R These sketches of 15 courageous, dedicated men and women record the 
achievements of such persons as Charlotte Bompas, Father Damien, Wil- 
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fred Grenfell, Albert Schweitzer and Narcissa Whitman. Map. B or 92 


Van Druten, John, Playwright at work. Harper. $3. 

With humor, insight and helpful analysis of modern and older plays, 

a successful author and director shares his experiences and knowledge 
of the essentials in dramatic writing. Portrait. Index. 808.2 


YP “Walker, Turnley. Roosevelt and the Warm Springs story. Wyn. $3.50. 

RH The courageous author of Rise up and walk writes intimately of the 
late President's vital part in the evolution of the Georgia Warm 
Springs Foundation and the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. 
Pictorial map on end papers. 616.8 


Whiting, Mrs E.M. & Hough, H.B. Whaling wives. Houghton. $3.50. 
Fascinating, authentic chronicle, paying tribute to the adventurous 
women who frequently accompanied their husbands on long, arduous whal- 
ing voyages. Map on end papers, photographs, index. 639.28 


Woodrow Wilson Foundation. Study Group, 1950-1951. United States 
foreign policy: its organization and control; report. Columbia Univ. 
Press. $3.75. 

Lucid, authoritative analysis of some present-day problems that arise 
from the basic structure of our government. Index. 327.73 


YP *Yaukey, Mrs G.S. (Cornelia Spencer, pseud. ) Romulo, voice of freedom. 
RH Day. $3. 
Pays warm tribute to the gifted writer, speaker, patriot and diplomat, 
present U.S. ambassador from the Philippines. Notes. Bor 92 


Fiction 


Grace, R.V. Give us this day. Longmans. $2.75. 

Court-martialed and sentenced to hang because of a disastrous secret 

mission he is unable to explain fully, Captain Barry Iynn, deputy air 
leader, is saved by an English girl in a tense, almost credible tale, 
which holds the reader's interest to the end, 


Greene, Graham. The shipwrecked. Viking.. $3. 

In bold strokes, the sophisticated, absorbing novel portrays a cor- 
rect, self-made, international industrialist, his knowing, English 
secretary and her beloved twin brother, all linked together in ras- 
cality. First appeared in England under the title, England made me, 
1935, long out of print. Adult fare. 


Ham, Tom. Give us this valley. Macmillan. $3.50. 

Little Lizzie Weldon scarcely knew her big, silent husband when they 
left Pennsylvania by covered wagon to make a home in Georgia in 1837, 
but after a terrible storm, a fighting feud and primitive living, the 
tender, realistic story in flavorful speech leaves her very much in 
love with her "Mister Stonecypher, * 


Karig, Walter. Neely. Rinehart. $3.50. 
Dominated by his beautiful, writer-mother, sensitive, little Stanfield 
Bright finds solace in an imaginary playmate, Neely, as he grows into 
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young manhood in this perceptive, psychological study. 


PR *MacInnes, Mrs Helen. I and my true love. Harcourt. $3.50. 
Beautiful Sylvia Pleydell, married to an important Washington ad- 
viser, is in love with a Czech who is under suspicion and their tri- 
angular relationship is worked out in a witty, entertaining modern 
novel with significant undertones. (Pub. date: Feb. 16) 


PR Masters, John. The lotus and the wind. Viking. $3. 
Nineteenth century India is the background for this colorful, action- 
packed story whose slight plot has to do with Robin Savage's growth 
from cowardice to bravery through the love of a girl. 


PR *Street, J.H. The velvet doublet. Doubleday. $3.50. 
Cheated of the promised reward from Queen Isabel for first sighting 
land on the "Pinta," Rodrigo of Triano relates in a stirring, his- 
torical narrative how, as Mudarro the Moor, he wreaks vengeance on 
the schemer, Columbus, 


YP *Wells, Mrs Bvelyn. The gentle kingdom of Giacomo. Doubleday. $3.75. 

RH For 50 years, in bad times and good, strong, kind Giacomo grew flow- 
ers in the hills south of San Francisco and when his business is 
threatened by a jealous employee, the pleasing novel narrates, his 
lovely granddaughter will carry on the famous Daneri Nursery. 


Mysteries and Science Fiction 


YPR “Brean, Herbert. The clock strikes thirteen. Morrow. $2.50. 

PR Cameron, Owen. Catch a tiger. Simon & Schuster. $2.50. 

PR “Iams, Jack. Into thin air. Morrow. $2.50. 

P MacDonald, J.D. Ballroom of the skies. Greenberg. $2.75. 

PRH Murray, P.C. The free agent. Holt. $2.95. 

PRH Stein, A.M. (George A. Bagby, pseud.). ‘The corpse with the sticky 
fingers. (Crime club) Doubleday. $2.50. 

YPRH Stout, Rex. Prisoner's base; a Nero Wolfe novel. Viking. $2.50. 


Juveniles 
Bro, Mrs M.H. Stub; a college romance. Doubleday. $2.50. 


(Older boys and girls) 
Cousins, Margaret. Ben Franklin of old Philadelphia; illus. by Fritz 


Eichenberg. Random House. $1.50. (9-12) 
Grant, Bruce. The Boy Scout encyclopedia; illus. by Fiore and Jackie 
Mastri. Rand McNally. $2.75. (Older boys and girls) 
Kepes, Juliet. Five little monkeys; illus. by the author. Houghton.$2.50. 
“CUnder 9) 


Long, Laura. The chosen boy, a story of Moses who led his people from 
slavery to the Promised Land; illus. by C.E. Funk. Bobbs-Merrill. $2. 


(9-12) 
Schneider, Herman, & Schneider, Mrs Nina. Rocks, rivers & the changing 
earth; illus. by Edwin Herron. Scott. $3. (9~12) 
Syme, Ronald. Columbus, finder of the New World; illus.by William Stobbs. 
Morrow. $2. (Under 9) 
Ward, Lynd. The biggest bear; illus. by the author. Houghton. $2.75. 
(Under 9) 
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ON HOW TO WRITE 


Suggestions from the Book Information Section 


ese eee BS 


Basic Tools 


Allen, F.S. Allen's synonyms and antonyms; ed. by T.H. Vail Motter. 
1938. Harper. $4. 


Brooks, Cleanth, & Warren, R.P. Fundamentals of good writing. 1950. 
Harcourt. $4.75. 





ae” William. A concise dictionary of English idioms. 1951. Crowell. 
2.95. Sd 


Opdycke, J.B. Get it right! a cyclopedia of correct English usage; rev. 
ed. 1939. Funk. $3. 75. 


Perrin, P.G. An index to English; a handbook of current usage and style. 
1939. Scott. $2.75. 


U.S. Gov't. Printing Office. Style manual; rev. ed. 1945. Sup't. of 
documents, Washington, D.C. §2. 


Walker, John. REhyming dictionary of the English language; rev. & enl. 
1924. Dutton. $3.50. 


Webster, Noah. Dictionary of synonyms. 1942. Merriam. $3.50. 


New international dictionary of the English language. 
24 ed. 1950. Merriam. $35 - $39.50. 


All Kinds of Writing 
Armour, Richard. Writing light verse. 1947. Writer. $2. 
Barnouw, Erik. Handbook of radio writing; rev. ed. 1947. Little. $3.50. 
Elwood, Maren. Characters make your story. 1942. Writer. $3.50. 
Flesch, R.F. The art of readable writing. 1949. Harper. $3. 


— R.S. Television writing; theory and technique. 1952. Harper. 
Tae 


Grimshaw, I.G. How to prepare a speech. 1952. Woman's Press. $2.50. 


oo Robert. The technique of clear writing. 1952. McGraw-Hill. 
3.50. 


Haycraft, Howard, ed. The art of the mystery story. 1946. Simon & 
Schuster. $5. 
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Herman, L.H. A practical manual of screen playwriting for theater and 
television films. 1952. World Pub. Co. $3.50. 


Hull, H.R., ed. The writer's book. 1950. Harper. $4. 


Keith, Alice. How to speak and write for radio; a manual of broadcasting 
technique. 1944, Harper. $3.50. 


Kempton, E.P. The short story. 1947. Harvard Univ. Press. $3.75. 
Mirrielees, E.R. Story writing. 1947. Writer. $3. 


a G.B., ed. Best advice on how to write. 1952. Hermitage House. 
3.50. 


The written word; how to write readable prose. 1949. Farrar, 
Straus. $2.95. 


Niggli, Josephina. Pointers on playwriting. 1945. Writer. $2. 


The Saturday Review of Literature. Writing for love or money; ed. by 
Norman Cousins. 1949. Longmans. $3.75. 


Seldes, G.V. Writing for television. 1952. Doubleday. $3. 


he Writing fiction; techniques of the craft. 1952. World Pub. 
Co, 50. 


Stratton, Clarence. Effective English. 1951. McGraw-Hill. $4.50. 
Vestal, Stanley, pseud. Writing non-fiction; rev. ed. 1949. Writer. $3. 
Some Authors on Their Craft 


a: Erick, & Best, Herbert. Writing for children. 1947. Viking. 
2.50. 


Cather, Willa. On writing; critical studies on writing as an art. 1949. 
Knopf. $2.75. 


Derleth, A.W. Writing fiction. 1946. Writer. $2.50. 


Ferris, H.J., ed. Writing books for boys and girls; a Young Wings anthol- 
ogy. 1952. Doubleday. 98. 


Keyes, Mrs F.P.W. The cost of a bestseller. 1950. Messner. $2. 


Masefield, John. So long to learn. 1952. Macmillan. $3. 


Maugham, W.S. The summing up. 1938. Doubleday. $2.75; 35¢ paper 
O'Faolain, Sean. The short story. 1951. Devin-Adair. $3.75. 


Van Druten, John. Playwright at work. 1953. Harper. $3. 
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acon’ Stanley, pseud. Writing: advice and devices. 1950. Doubleday. 
- 50. . 


Whitney, P.A. Writing juvenile fiction. 1947. Writer. $2.50. 
Marketine and ‘Such 
Lindey, Alexander. Plagiarism and originality. 1952. Harper. $5. 


Literary market place, 1952-1953; directory of American book publishing; 
ed. by Anne J. Richter. 1952. Bowker. $4.50 spiral 


Meredith, Scott. Writing to sell. 1950. Harper. $2.75. 


Nicholson, Margaret. A manual of copyright practice for writers, pub- 
lishers and agents. 1945. Oxford Univ. Press. $3. 


Simmons, Charles. Plots that sell to top-pay magazines. 1952. W. Funk. 
$2.95. 


Young, J.N. 101 plots used and abused. 1945. Writer. $1.25. 


Periodicals 


The Writer; a monthly magazine for literary workers. Writer pub. co. 
$3 yearly; 25¢ a copy. 


Writers' Markets and Methods. (monthly) M. &M. pub. co. $2 yearly. 
Writers' Conferences 
Writers ' conferences are held throughout the country mainly in the summer 


months. Watch The literary market place, Saturday Review and The Writer 
for announcements. 


Reprints of this list are available on request. 
Address The Bookmark, Book Information Section, 
New York State Library, Albany 1, New York. 
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FREE AND INEXPENSIVE MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscell 


Conant, J.B. The threat to our national security. Committee for 
Economic Development. 444 Madison Ave., New York 22. Nov. 1952. | 
12p. Free. | 


Cranston, Ruth. What we all believe; the great spiritual ideals of 
the peoples of the world, condensed from World faith. Western 
Personnel Institute. 30 N. Raymond Ave., Pasadena l, Cal. 

1951. 53p. 25¢. 


Gross, Jesse. Why people steal books, a socio-psychological study. 
Max Eisenstat. 1805 Park Pl., Brooklyn 33, N.Y. 1952. -8-p. 10¢. 


Haney, L.H. How you really earn your living; every man's guide to 
American economics. Prentice-Hall, Inc. 70 Fifth Ave., New York. 
1952. 2862p. pa. $1.50. 


Hazlitt, Henry. Economics in one lesson. (c 1946) llth printing 
special for Foundation. The Foundation for Economic Education, 
Inc. Irvington-on-Hudson, N.Y. 1952. 193p. 3 copies $1. 


Industrial uses of atomic energy in the next ten years. Including 
The prospects for industry and Policy problems in the development 
of civilian nuclear power. Round Table no. 767. University of 
Chicago. Chicago 37, Ill. Dec. 7, 1952. 20p. 10¢. 


Maser, Clifford. After seven years. World war two refugees in 
Germany and Austria today. American Friends Service Committee. 
144 BEB. 20th St., New York 3. Dec. 1952. 25¢. 


Nash, B.D. Staffing the presidency (pamphlet no. 80) National 
Planning Association. Dec. 1952. 78. $1. 


National aspects of cooperative Christianity in the United States. 
1952-53 handbook. National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. 297 Fourth Ave., New York 10. 1952. 74p. 75¢. 


Needed: a moral awakening in America. League for Industrial Democracy. 
112 E. 19th St., New York 3. 1952. 30p. 25¢. 


Small sailboats; complete building plans for ... 16 ft. plywood scow 
and ... 15 ft. sailing knockabout... instructions for mending 
torn sails. No. 84. Popular Mechanics Press. Chicago 11. 1952. 


Sufrin, S.C. and others. The economy of Spain. (Headline series no.95) 


Foreign Policy Association, Inc. 22 East 38th St., New York 16. 
Sept.-Oct. 1952. 62p. 35¢. 
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RECENT ACCESSIONS 
A Selected List Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Sarah J. Schenck, Order Sections 
These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, can be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 
AFRICA & AUSTRALIA 
Battarbee, R. E. Modern Australian aboriginal art. Sydney.Angus and 
Robertson. 1951 i.e. 1952.  55p. 759.994 qab 


Stamped below imprint: London, New York, Anglobooks. 
Marquard, Leopold. Peoples and policies of South Africa. Oxford Univ. 


Press. 1952. 258p. 968 M357 
Overacker, Louise. Australian party system. Published for Wellesley 
College by Yale Univ. Press. 1952. 373p. 329.994 096 
ART 


Breuil, Henri. Four hundred centuries of cave art. Translated by Mary 
E. Boyle. Montignac -France3.Centre d'etudes et de documentation 


préhistoriques. 1952.  413p. 571.71 qB&46 
Danz, Louis. Dynamic dissonance in nature and the arts. Farrar, Straus 
and Young. 1952. 26lp. 701.17 D199 


BEYOND THE MISSISSIPPI 


Howard, J. K. Strange empire, a narrative of the Northwest. Morrow. 


1952.  60lp. 971.051 HB49 
Howes, C. C. This place called Kansas. Univ. of Oklahoma Press.1952. 
236p. 978.1 #859 

BIOGRAPHY 


McKie, Douglas. Antoine Iavoisier: scientist, economist, social re- 
former. Schuman. 1952. 440p. (The Life of science library ,no.25) 
bs i 540.92 IT4lml 
O'Faolain, Sean. Newman's way; the odyssey of John Henry Newman. 
Devin-Adair. 1952.  335p. 282.42 Zn5o0 


BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 


Benedict, C. H. Red metal; the Calumet and Hecla story. Univ. of 
Michigan Press. 1952. 257p. 338.2743 166d 

Institute on Manpower Utilization and Government Personnel, Stanford 
University, 1951. America's manpower crisis; the report of the 
Institute...August 22, 23, and 24, 1951. Edited by Robert A. Walker. 
Chicago. Public Administration Service. 1952. 19lp. (rcPublic 
Administration Service; Publication no. 106) 331.112 159 
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CAMERAS & FLOWERS 


Tydings, K. S. Guide to Kodak miniature cameras. Greenberg. ¢1952. 
128p. 770 1978 
Underwood, R. M. Complete book of dried arrangements. Barrows. 1952. 
193p. 716.2 056 


FOR THE SPORTSMAN 


Chamberlin, H. D. Training hunters, jumpers, and hacks. Van Nostrand. 
1952.  329p. 798.2 C443 


LIFE IN THE U. S. 


Bell, B. I. Crowd culture; an examination of the American way of life. 
Harper. 1952. 159p. 917.3 B433 
Massey, M. B. Srsatz in the Confederacy. Univ. of South Carolina 
Press. 1952.  233p. 973.716 M416 
Sibley, M. Q. Conscription of conscience; the American state and the 
conscientious objector, 1940-1947, by Mulford Q. Sibley and Philip E. 
Jacob. Cornell Univ. Press. 1952.  580p. (Cornell studies in 
civil liberty) 355.22 $564 
Van Alstyne, R. W. American crisis diplomacy; the quest for collective 
security, 1918-1952. Stanford Univ. Press. 1952. 1165p. (-Stan- 
ford books on international relations;) 973.917 ¥217 


LITERATURE 


Fogle, R. H,. Hawthorne's fiction: the light & the dark. Univ. of 
Oklahoma Press. 1952. 219p. 813.33 Df 
Fujimura, T. H. Restoration comedy of wit. Princeton Univ. Press. 
1952. 232p. 822.4 7961 
Langland, William. Piers the Plowman; a critical edition of the A-ver- 
sion. Edited with introd., notes, and glossary by Thomas A. Knott 
and David C. Fowler. Johns Hopkins Press. 1952. 302p. 821.15 V? 
Watts, H. H. Ezra Pound and The cantos. Regnery. 1952. 


132p. 
811.5 P87Aw 


PHILOSOPHY 


Fritz, C. A. Bertrand Russell's construction of the external world. 
N.Y. Humanities Press. 1952. 243p. (International library of 
psychology, philosophy and scientific method) 192.9 n96af 

Reinhardt, K. F. Existentialist revolt; the main themes and phases 
of existentialism: Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Jaspers, Sartre, 
Marcel. Bruce Pub. 1952. 254p. | 111 5369 


REFORM IN AMERICA 
Bartlett, R. M. They dare to believe, Association Press. 1952. 
920 3291 


° Rendezvous with destiny; a history of modern American 
reform. Knopf. 1952. 503p. 973.8 G619 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 


A Selected List from New York State 
Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and Exchange Section 


AMERICAN LEGION. Proceedings, 33rd annual convention...August 9, 10, 
1951. 1952. 16lp. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 15) 


BANKING DEPT. Report of the superintendent of banks...part 3 for the 
year ending December 31, 1951 relative to savings and loan associa- 
tions, savings and loan bank of the state of New York and credit 
unions. 1952. 342p. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 25) 


CIVIL SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Training division. Institute in administration, 
Albany, N. Y., November and December 1952. (1952) 38p. Mimeo. 


COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 1951. (1952) 55p. (Cover-title: 
business expansion and mobilization) 


What do you know about New York State. (1952) Folder. 
____ Your state department of commerce. (1952) Folder. 


__. Zoning in New York State, a guide to the preparation of zoning ordi- 
~ nanees, (revised 1952). 1952. 158p. 


COORDINATION OF STATE ACTIVITIES, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION ON. Report 
no. 1 on the department of civil service, the overhead organization, 
February 9, 1952. (1952) 22p. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 59) 


EDUCATION DEPT. Medicine including osteopathy and physiotherapy; law, 
rules and information. 1952. 97p. (Handbook 9 


Personal and family living and home economics education by Bthel L. 
~~ Cornell and Barbara D. Lacombe. (1952) 46p. 


___ Registered physicians, registered between April 6, 1951-February 25, 
1952; doctors of medicine, osteopathic physicians, physiotherapists 
1951 and 1952. (1952) 37p. (University of the State of New York 
bulletin no. 1414, December 1952) 

HEALTH, DEPT. OF. The common cold. (1952) Folder. 


__ The figure of health. (1952) 24p. 


HOUSING, DIV. OF. Low cost homes for the average “— earner; prize 


winning designs in architectural competitions. 1952) 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of employment. Compilation of material 
implementing the programs of the division; revised rules and regu- 
lations of the industrial commissioner, December 1952. (1952) 23p. 


__.. Handbook for employers; a guide to employer rights and responsi- 
~~ bilities under the N.Y.S. unemployment insurance law,1952. (1952) 28p. 
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LONG ISLAND AGRICULTURAL AND TECHNICAL INSTITUTE, Farmingdale. Horti- 
cultural books, suggested basic list for institute libraries by 
Kenneth L. Raymond, December 1952. (1952) 18p. Mimeo. 


LONG ISLAND STATE PARK COMMISSION. Jones beach state parkway authority. 
Improvement of Jones Beach state parkway system and approaches... 
December 21, 1952. (1952) 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Legislative reference library. Public relations 
of state government; a list of references compiled by... (1952) 3p.Mimeo. 


Division of library extension. Do you know about state traveling 
libraries, what they are, how to obtain them. (1952) Folder. 


OGDENSBURG BRIDGE AUTHORITY. Interim report... (January 15, 1952) (1952) 


PORT OF NEW YORK AUTHORITY. The Port of New York, the harbor of New York 
and New Jersey. 1952. 68p. 


ROCKLAND STATE HOSPITAL. Annual report, 2lst...for the fiscal year ended 
March 31, 1951. (1952) 50p. 


SARATOGA SPRINGS AUTHORITY. Spas and spa therapy, by Walter S. McClellan. 
(1952) 17p. (Reprinted from the Cyclopedia of Medicine, Surgery, 
Specialties) 


___. Spa therapy for patients with arthritis and related disorders, by 
Walter S. McClellen. (1952) 6p. (Reprinted from Rheumatic Diseases) 


STATE COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS, Buffalo. Library. A bibliography of New York 
in books, Eastern-Northern-Central-Western...for social studies 312--—- 
history of New York State,revised edition 1952. 1952. 5p. Mimeo. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell universit It - A list of 
poultry theses. 1952. 106p. (Compiled and arranged by Kansas 
State College and State College of Agriculture, Cornell University) 


__. Department of agricultural economics. New York economic handbook, 
1953 agricultural outlook, prepared by extension staff. 1952. 6lp. 
Mimeo. (A. EB. 842, December 1952) 


STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university, 
Ithaca. Human relations in administration; an intensive four-week 
program for selected middle management personnel who are preparing 
for positions of greater responsibility, January 18 through February 
14, 1953. (1952) 6p. 


Sources of wage information; employer associations by N. Arnold Tolles 


and Robert L. Raimon. (1952) 35lp. (Cornell studies in industrial 
and labor relations, vol. III) 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: ACTIVITIES IN LIBRARIES 


edited by ‘ 
I. Marie Gustafson and Marion H. Vedder, Library Extension 


Cortland County. Saturday afternoon story hours are proving very popu- 
lar at the Lamont Memorial Free Library of McGraw. Mrs. Florence 
Walter, librarian, tells the stories - old favorites and new fanci- 
ful tales. - Cortland children are again astonishing their elders 
with a collection of paintings that are fresh and vivid in their pre- 

2a sentation. These paintings are displayed at the Cortland Free Library. 

| Such exhibits are available to the library through the cooperation of 
| the art supervisor for the grade schools. - Picture book hours and 

| story hours continue as regular features of the children's department 

at Cortland Free Library. - Phillips Free Library of Homer lists 

several gifts among titles added to the collection recently. 


Erie County. Legislation is proposed this year for the merger of the 
city and county libraries in Erie County, establishing the Buffalo 
and Erie County Public Library. The proposed legislation authorizes 
the consolidation of three libraries into a single library - Buffalo 
Public Library, Grosvenor Library and Erie County Public Library. 

It empowers the county to levy and raise by taxation and appropriate 
such sums as are needed for the establishment, equipping and main- 
tenance of the library and branches. The proposed consolidation has 
aroused much news and editorial comment. 


Buffalo Public Library has again published an informative annual 
report in an attractive booklet entitled, "Your Library Is a Family 
Affair!" Mr. O'Rourke, director, says of the booklet, "It has been 
prepared with the citizens of Buffalo and Erie County in mind. We 
hope that through it, you will gain a better understanding of the 
Library's many services and how easy it is to make use of them." 


Herkimer County. Mrs. Helen Adams, librarian of the Dolgeville Central 
School, is chairman of a committee of Mohawk Valley librarians to 
promote programs for children on alternate Saturday mornings over 
WLFH, the Mutual Broadcasting station in Little Falls. To date one 
program each has been presented by the Dolgeville Central School, 
Dolgeville Public Library, Herkimer Free Library, Weller Library of 
Mohawk and the Margaret Reaney Memorial Library of St. Johnsville. 


The Little Falls Public Library has a new fireproof addition at the 
rear of the building. This was provided by the estate of the late 
George L. Smith, former trustee, and will house his own library and 
other valuable books as well as the microfilm projector. The li- 
brary now has‘a complete filming of the Little Falls Times from its 
beginning, and also of the old Journal and Courier from its earliest 
date, both of inestimable value. 


Mrs. Dorothy Satterlee, new librarian of the Dolgeville Public library, 


has had two meetings to arouse the public's interest. At the first 
one, the high school art teacher gave a talk on flower arrangement. 
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At the second meeting, mystery and detective stories were considered. 
Both meetings were well attended. ~ In 1952 the Centennial of Ilion 
brought local history questions into greater prominence than usual. 
The staff of the Ilion Free Public Library secured information and 
helped with research for the Centennial Committee. 


Jefferson County. The Brownville-Glen Park Library has recently under- 
gone extensive renovation. A new floor has been laid, a built-in 
magazine rack has been added and counter-height shelves, arranged to 
form a special children's area, have been installed. 


The addition of a new six-drawer card catalog case at the East Houns- 
field Free Library resulted in the combining of the adult and juvenile 
catalog cards into a more efficient library tool for public use. 


A local cabinet maker has constructed a movable magazine rack for the 
Rodman Public Library. The librarian patterned the magazine rack 
after one she had seen in a neighboring library while attending a 
workshop meeting there. 


The residents of Carthage and West Carthage are voicing their appreci- 

ation for good library service through their generous contributions to 
ia annual library Drive For Funds. The amount now realized is over 
1500. 


Lewis County. Mrs. Higby, librarian at Turin, does not let limited 1li- 
brary space deter her from having a library-sponsored film program 
in her community. Working with the 4-H agent from the County Exten- 
sion Service, which supplies the projector, Mrs. Higby conducted a 
film and book review program at the local school. 


Nassau County. The Nassau County Library Association's Radio Committee 
has announced a program, "Your Library - and You." It is a series of 
eight broadcasts over WHLI each Tuesday afternoon at 2:45 P.M. during 
January and February. The program is designed to tell the residents 
of Nassau County about the many services rendered by their libraries. 
The current series stresses the purpose of the county library associ- 
ation, work with children, Friends of Libraries, book selection, 
reference and audio-visual aids. - The special monthly film program 
at the Hempstead Public Library has proved so popular that in several 
cases two showings have been necessary. - Construction of a new $125,000 
building has been approved for the Malverne Public Library. - John Chap- 
man, author and dramatic critic, discussed "The Ten Best Plays of the 
Season" on January 23 at the third in a series of Hicksville Public Li- 
brary programs.- Mrs. Margaret M. Dobson of Merrick, a former textile 
designer for a New York City linen firm, had an exhibit of her original 
designs and samples of materials at the Freeport Memorial Library. 





New York. Picasso, Dali, Bonnard, Chagall, and other French artists 
illustrated the limited editions which comprise The New York Public 
Library's new exhibition, "Contemporary French Book Illustration", 
on view through March 5 in the main lobby of the Fifth Avenue and 
42nd Street building. 


The Bookmark 114. February, 1953 





St. Lawrence County. At the Ogdensburg Public Library, the recently 
acquired 1 sound projector is having excellent use. The Alpha 
Chapter of the A.A.U.W. is utilizing the projector in viewing films 
related to the study of religions of the world. The study material 
in conjunction with the program is selected by Mrs. Phyllis F. Clark, 
the librarian. 


Mrs. Marian C. Brickey, librarian at the Massena Public Library, re- 
ports that a new Parent Education Group has been organized to study 
and view films relating to child development and family relationships. 


The stack area, reference room and librarian's office of the Ogdens— 
burg Public Library are being cleaned and painted a sunny yellow. 


The interior of the Morristown Public Library has been completely re- 
done. The color scheme selected is a combination of sea green, jon- 
quil yellow and white. The ceiling and draperies are yellow, the 
walls green, and the woodwork white. The librarian and trustees are 
now hard at work modernizing the card catalog and clearing the library 
records following an extensive weeding of the collection. 


Saratoga County. Saratoga Springs Public Library was visited by 46,832 
persons last year. -~ Corinth Free Library's trustees were able to 
pay $1100 on the $7000 mortgage on the new building through the member- 
ship of the Friends of the Library. Stillwater conducted a drive for 
memberships in the library association during January. 


Warren County. "Ildbrary News" appeared in December as the first issue 
of a news letter to be compiled quarterly for the Friends of Crandall 
Library of Glens Falls, It describes current activities of the Li- 
brary and lists new books. Also, the executive committee of the 
Friends Group recommends that the following actions be implemented: 
1. A sum of $100 be appropriated for the purchase of long playing 

records and a record cabinet. Records are to be placed in the 
lobby when the cabinet is obtained. 

2. Directional signs be placed at both outside and inside the Li- 
brary. 

3. Request trustees that the Brown Room be open to the public as a 
reading room. If such action is granted, the "Friends" will pur- 
chase two floor lamps for use there. 

4, A regular publication of library news and book lists be mailed 
to members. 

5. Exhibits be featured during the coming year. 

6. The appropriation of $100 to establish a separate library 
facility for young people of teen age. 

7. Request the trustees that the Library be open every week day even- 
ing rather than the current practice of Monday, Thursday and 
Saturday. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: Activities of the State Library 
Edited by S. Gilbert Prentiss, library Extension 


Mrs. Halm Retires: On March 1, 1953, Mrs. Margaret Halm, who has been 
head of the Library for the Blind section of the Library Extension Di- 
vision, will retire. She entered state service in 1918 as a member of 
the New York State Library School, located in the Education Department 
at Albany, and remained in that position for a year. She then became 
assistant to Miss Mary Chamberlain, head of the Library for the Blind, 
who will still be remembered as an outstanding pioneer in that branch 
of library service. Having served under Miss Chamberlain's leadership, 
Mrs. Halm was well qualified to take over the work of the section in 
1934, Her interest in the blind and her sympathetic understanding of 
their problems have contributed largely to its development over the 
years. During her years of service the section has grown from a small 
collection to an active one of more than 28,000 volumes. 

The New York State Library for the Blind was designated as a dis- 
tribution center for embossed books in 1931 and for talking books in 
1934 by allocation of federal funds through the Library of Congress. 

Mrs. Halm's "readers" number over 2000 throughout New York State and 
Vermont. Although the work of the section is carried on primarily by 
mail, there exists between Mrs. Halm and her borrowers a close relation- 
ship, as expressed in the many friendly letters of appreciation. received. 

Mrs. Halm as a member of the Albany Association of the Blind is also 
well known in the Capitol District area and one of her special interests 
is the American Foundation for the Blind Overseas. We know that her many 
"readers" and library friends throughout the State join the New York 
State Library staff in wishing her many happy years of retirement. 

Miss Isabel Appleton, assistant to Mrs. Halm, and a member of the 
Library for the Blind staff since 1934, will be in charge of the section. 


The Wonderful World of Books: Inspired by the Conference on Rural Read- 
ing held in Washington, D.C. in September 1951, a nonprofit volume, en- 


Mentor Book by the New American library of World Literature at 35¢. Alert 
librarians will order early this unique, encouraging book containing 72 
articles on every aspect of reading for pleasure, profit and inspiration, 
written by leading educators, librarians, publishers, authors, book- 
sellers and farm leaders. Alfred Stefferud, editor of the Department 

of Agriculture Yearbook, was chosen to invite a group of contributors 

to prepare the volume which will be sold at bookstores and newstands in 
this country and overseas and will be backed by one of the most compre- 
hensive industry-wide promotion programs ever devised for a single title. 
(See note in this issue). 


University College, Syracuse, Offers Refresher Course: At the request 

of a group of Syracuse Public Library staff members who plan to take pro- 
motion examinations, University College, the adult education division of 
Syracuse University, is offering a refresher course in Library Science 
with the cooperation of the Syracuse School of Library Science. The 
course should also be helpful to those taking the examination for New York 
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State Public Librarian's certificate. The dates are February 10 through 
April 14 on Tuesday evenings, 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Tuition fee is $25. 
For further information, write to University College, 601 East Genesee 
Street, Syracuse 2, New York. 


New Assistant Law Librarian: Francis B. Waters, Assistant Law Librarian, 
State Library, resigned to accept a position as Reference Librarian at 
the New York University, School of Law Library. Donald Brooks Bloomfield 
has been appointed in his place. Mr. Bloomfield was formerly assistant 
librarian at the Social Law Library of Boston, Mass. He is a graduate 
of Harvard University, Harvard Law School and the Columbia University 
School of Library Service. He is a member of the Massachusetts Bar and 
was an attorney in the Office of Defense Transportation in Washington be- 
fore becoming a law librarian. He was secretary to the Justices of the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court and spent several years in private 
practice. 


Visitor from Trieste: Dr. Franco Mai, Deputy Superintendent of Schools 
in the Civilian Administration of the Territory of Trieste, visited the 
State Library during the week of Jan. 12. As Deputy Chief of the Allied 
Military Government Education Offices, his work involves the control and 
supervision of all schools from kindergarten through the university, m- 
seums, libraries, art galleries, fine arts, natural beauties and scien- 
tific education in the Allied Zone of Trieste. Dr. Mai is visiting the 
United States under the Leadership and Specialist Program sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Office of Education. 


LJ_ Article on Clayton Library: Catherine A. Horey, of the Regional Li- 
brary Service Center staff, contributed an article, "Farewell to Quonset 
Hut" to Library Journal, Dec. 15, 1952. It tells of the evolution from 
a quonset hut of a fine new library building at Clayton, N.Y. 


Pre-Conference Workshop at ALA Midwinter: For the first time a Library 
Association Officers Workshop will be held as a pre-conference activity 
in connection with the Midwinter Meeting of ALA, Feb. 3-7. The Workshop 
will be conducted in three sessions throughout Monday, February 2, at 

the Edgewater Beach Hotel. The program includes: Monday, Feb. 2, 10:00 
a.m., "Widening Horizons for State and Regional Association;" Monday, Feb. 
2, 2330 p.m. "Common Responsibilities of ALA and the State and Regional 
Associations;" Monday, Feb. 2, 8:30 p.m., "Responsibility of the State 
and Regional Associations to the Book." 


National Brotherhood Week Scheduled: Annual Brotherhood Week will be 
observed February 15-22, 1953, its theme, "Mobilizing Our Moral and Spir- 
itual Resources for Brotherhood." This will mark the 25th anniversary of 
the founding of the National Conference of Christians and Jews, sponsor 
of the observance. An opportunity for exhibits or book lists? 


Catalog Cards for Motion Pictures and Filmstrips Now Available: The Li- 
brary of Congress now has available printed cards for films and motion 
pictures, rules for their descriptive cataloging and list of titles of 


motion pictures and filmstrips for which Library of Congress cards are 
available. 
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Public Relations Planner: Libraries with or without publicity assistants 
will be interested in a new offer "to focus community attention on 1li- 
brary service." Twelve complete projects are provided, consisting of 
posters, folders, newspaper releases and radio ideas, at a cost of $18 
a year -- an average of only $1.50 a month. PUBLIC RELATIONS PLANNER is 
especially designed for small and medium-sized libraries by Marie D. 
Loizeaux, Mildred Bruder Buchanan and Miriam E. McNally. Address: PUBLIC 
RELATIONS PLANNER, 75 Riverside Drive, New York 24, N.Y. 













Advanced Study Award for Children and Young People's Work: Librarians 
working with children and young people in either public libraries or in 
schools are eligible to apply for the new E.P. Dutton-John Macrae Award 
for Advanced Study in the Field of Library Work with Children and Young 
People, the American Library Association announces. This annual award 

of $1,000, honoring two former presidents of the company was established 
in July 1952, by the E.P. Dutton Company as part of its centennial cele- 
bration. The award is made and administered by the ALA. It may be used 
for formal advanced study in librarianship or related fields or for in- 
formal advanced study and investigation through directed services in an 
established children's or young people's department in a public library 
or in a school library, or through other appropriate projects. Applica- 
tions for the 1953-54 award must be received by April 15 and announce- 
ment of the recipient will be made by May 15. For further details and 
application blanks write to: Mrs. Frances Lander Spain, Chairman, E.P. 
Dutton-John Macrae Award Committee, School of Library Science, University 
of Southern California, los Angeles 7, California. 


















Nominations for Trustees Awards Requested: Two outstanding trustees of 
the libraries of the nation will be cited by ALA at the Los Angeles Con- 
ference. Nominations for the 1953 Awards must be mailed to the Jury on 
Citation of Trustees, 50 Hast Huron St., Chicago, Ill., not later tha 
March 15, 1953. The citations are limited to trustees in actual service 
during at least a part of the calendar year preceding the 1953 ALA Con- 
ference. Equal consideration is given to the service records of trustees 
of both large and small libraries. The Jury will be interested in the 
state and national library activities of the candidates as well as their 
contributions to the local library. Recommendations must be accompanied 
by a full record of the candidate's achievements and may be submitted by 
any library board, any individual library trustee, a state library associ- 
ation, a state trustee organization, a state library extension agency, or 
by the Trustees Section of the ALA Public Libraries Division. 


Weekly, January 10, 1953, that UNESCO World Review reports "a water-borne 
mobile library has been organized in Denmark to supply fishermen and farm 
workers of the many small islands that lie off the coast in the province 
of Svendborg. Some 500 books have been put into a high-powered motor 
boat that makes journeys back and forth among the islands with a trained 
librarian aboard." 


Boat-mobile Service in Denmark: We read with interest in Publishers’ 


How Many Autographs per Minute? Also in PW, Nov. 29, 1952 issue, we noted 
that Paul Gallico signed six copies per minute of his latest book, Snow- 
flake. Care to estimate the speed record of the author of More English 
diaries -- Arthur Augustus William Harry Ponsonby? 
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"Writing is the easiest and the most difficult 
of the arts -- easy because its tools are in 
everyone's possession, difficult because those 
tools, seemingly so tractable, are actually 


more unmanageable than a nest of rattlesnakes," 


From The best years of your life, 
by Marie Beynon Ray, Little, Brown 
and Company, 1953, p. 158. 
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